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OUR  PURPOSE
As a ministry of First Christian Church of Huntington 
Beach, we are dedicated to providing a learning 
environment for the preschool child that is conducive 
to their intellectual, social, spiritual, physical and 
mental growth.  The school seeks to provide each 
child with the Christian atmosphere and experience 
that will encourage an awareness of God’s love 
for them as individuals.  We believe each child is 
unique and special in every way, deserving quality 
care and academic excellence.
 

Each child will be encouraged to progress at his or 
her own pace through enriched experiences with 
self-discipline and the ability to make choices.  Our 
goal is to develop the potential of each child by 
providing an educational experience of lasting value 
in the following areas:

•  Intellectually - By encouraging an enthusiasm 
for learning, exploring and first-hand experiences.

•  Socially - By participating in group activities, for 
getting along with others, and developing a feeling 
of security, belonging and self-esteem.
  

• Spiritually - By having prayer time, weekly chapel 
services,  Bible    stories and songs that will  be 
included in daily activites, giving each child the 
awareness and knowledge of God’s love for them 
and others.

•  Physically - By offering experiences which will 
develop large and small muscle coordination and 
motor skills.

    
   “And Jesus grew in wisdom [intellectually], 

and  stature [physically], and in favor with 
God [spiritually], and man [socially].”   

Luke 2:52

    

Pierside Preschool is open to children of all races, 
creeds, national origin or ancestry.  The children will 
be surrounded by a Christian atmosphere of respect 
and loving appreciation for each other and for the 
wonders of God’s world. Because we encourage 
a Christian atmosphere at the school and want to 
instill Biblical values in our children, any appearance, 
behavior or language exhibited by a child or parent 
that is not representative of our philosophy will not 
be permitted.

We believe that positive expressions and attitudes 
should be used to guide the behavior of each child 
to help them become a self-directed individual. 
Strengths and weaknesses will be viewed individually 
and objectively.
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OUR  PHILOSOPHY
A Christian emphasis is incorporated, appropriate to 
the child’s level of understanding, through uplifting 
Jesus Christ, teaching the Bible as the Word of 
God, prayer, music, drama, art and the lifestyle of 
our staff. The Bible speaks clearly to us concerning 
how essential it is to bring a child up in the principles 
and direction of Jesus Christ.

Since our philosophy focuses on the age appropriate 
development of the child, we promote programs 
that include opportunities for growth in all areas 
of development. We want to encourage children 
to participate in diversified activities that promote 
gross (large) and fine motor coordination, creative 
expression, exploration and interaction with the 
environment. Recognizing that children learn very 
differently than adults do, we feel children will only 
comprehend a concept if it is meaningful in the 
child's experience and development.

As a staff, we seek to learn more about effective 
teaching methods that will enhance meaning and 
experience for the child. Our school philosophy 
focuses on the developmental aspect of growth, 
which is reflected in the curriculum we have 
designed.

Pierside Preschool operates as a ministry of First 
Christian Church, encompassing the beliefs of 
the Church as found in the Vision Statement. Our 
primary purpose is to help children grow spiritually, 
socially, emotionally, physically, and intellectually in 
Christian surroundings, as a complement to their 
home environment, following the example of Christ. 
We strive to develop a partnership with parents to 
assist in guiding their children by providing a sound 
academic program in an atmosphere of dependence 
and commitment to God and His Word. 

We seek to create a nurturing environment with 
an educational program that is appropriate for the 
developmental level of each child. The activities 
that we introduce are based on the philosophy that 
children develop in an orderly, predictable pattern. 
As a result, we recognize that learning is best 
served through active exploration, manipulation 
of concrete (hands-on) materials, self-initiated 
projects, creative expression and guidance from 
teachers who pick up clues from the interests 
children display.

Everything a child experiences throughout the day 
is a part of his or her total education. In these early 
years, concepts of oneself and others are formed. 
Therefore, our focus is to create a climate in which 
children feel competent in what they can do and 
integrate life-learning skills into their daily lives.  

2



Our curriculum emphasizes monthly thematic 
teaching units that are broken down into sub-themes 
for each week. We also include learning themes 
that include shapes, colors, science emphasis, 
numbers and letters that correspond to your child’s 
age and abilities.

Our basic approach includes hands-on learning, 
literature-based activities, and an emphasis on 
creative and dramatic play. Language development 
is accomplished through the use of music, dramatic 
play, blocks, creative art, and social interaction. 
Small muscles are strengthened with scissor skills, 
play dough and other manipulative materials. 
Our perceptual motor program enhances growth 
of large muscles with carefully selected weekly 
activities using obstacle courses, balance beams, 
and games with balls. Perceptual and conceptual 
development is encouraged with puzzles, board 
games, finger plays and books.

Parents are encouraged to follow-up with activities at 
home that relate to our monthly theme. Information 
regarding our monthly themes is sent home each 
month in our monthly newsletter and individual 
classroom correspondence. We hope you will 
participate with us!

Since our curriculum is Christ-centered and our 
activities relate to God’s Word, holidays will be 
observed as follows:

• Halloween - Our focus is autumn and harvest, 
garden harvest, pumpkins etc. We do not observe 
Halloween as a holiday.

• Thanksgiving - Thanksgiving feast, thanking 
God for His provisions and blessings.

• Christmas - Our focus is the birth of Jesus Christ.

• Easter - Our focus is the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, New Life. 

Halloween costumes, Santa Claus and the Easter 
Bunny do not play a part in our curriculum. Please 
understand that we do not teach against these 
secular traditions, but that our emphasis is scriptural.

We take every opportunity to teach and model Biblical 
characteristics and standards, as well as using 
every-day occurrences to teach God’s character and 
creation. Each week the children enjoy a special 
chapel time.  The entire school gathers together to 
have a “chapel story”, sing songs and learn about 
God’s love through special presentations by our 
teachers and their students, as well as special 
guests.

OUR  PHILOSOPHY
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Vision, MISSION  &  FAITH

MISSION STATEMENT  
“LEADING PEOPLE TO RECKLESSLY FOLLOW JESUS”

FAMILY VALUES
    Pierside Preschool exists to serve families as a ministry of First Christian Church and as such, 
    we share the same mission – Leading People to Recklessly Follow Jesus. In order to provide 
    clarity and guidance to our ministry and mission, Pierside and First Christian Church have a  
    shared set of Family Values:
             •  We bring our best, without exception.
             •  We practice outrageous generosity.
             •  We submit to the Bible as the ultimate authority.
             •  We live every day to love God more. 
             •  We remove all barriers and exhaust all resources in leading people to Jesus.
             •  We believe that spiritual growth happens in genuine community.    
             

AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE
The Bible is the word of God and has the right to   
command our beliefs and actions.

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

– 2 Timothy 3:16-17

RELATIONAL GOD
All people are valued by God and that He is involved in 
and cares about our daily lives.

“The LORD will keep you from all harm – He 
will watch over your life; the LORD will watch 

over your coming and going both now 
and forevermore.” 
 – Psalm 121:7-8 

  
Our Vision

We want to see children who are growing, learning, loving and thriving in a safe, 
Christ-Centered environment.  

As a partner in ministry with First Christian Church, we share the same Mission 
Statement, Family Values and Beliefs.

STEWARDSHIP
Everything a person owns belongs to God.

“Command those who are rich in this present 
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 
hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment.” 
– 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

WHAT WE BELIEVE
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As a partner in ministry with First Christian Church, we share the same Mission 
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MISSION  &  FAITH

SERVANTHOOD
Every believer should use their God-given gifts 

to serve others.

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, 
not people, because you  know that the 

Lord will reward each one for whatever good 
they do, whether they are slave or free.”

– Ephesians 6:7-8

TRINITY
The God of the Bible is the only true God—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
 was  with God, and the Word was God.” 

– John 1:1

SALVATION BY GRACE
A person comes into a right relationship with God

and is saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith -- and this is not from yourselves, 

it is a gift of God — not by works, so that 
no one can boast.”
– Ephesians 2:8-9

COMPASSION
God calls Christians to show compassion to 

those in need.

“Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold 
the cause of the poor and oppressed.  Rescue 

the weak and the needy; deliver them from 
the hand of the wicked.” 

– Psalm 82:3-4

CHURCH        
The church is God’s agency to accomplish His 

purposes on earth today.

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow 
to become in every respect the mature body of
 him, who is the head, that is, Christ. From him 

the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds

 itself in love, as each part does its work.”
– Ephesians 4:15-16

ETERNITY
Jesus will return to judge the earth and will establish 

His perfect reign over it for the rest of eternity.

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You 
believe in God; believe also in me. My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if it were not 
so, would I have told you that I am going there

 to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you may also be 
where I am. You know the way to the place 

where I am going.”  
– John 14:1-4
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EDUCATIONAL  GOALS
YOUNGER 3’s & YOUNG 4’s

SPIRITUAL
        •  To learn who God is and that He created everything
        •  To know that God created them in His image and they are special
        •  To know that God loves them
        •  To learn that God is with us and takes care of us
        •  To learn to talk to God through prayer
        •  To learn that Jesus loves them unconditionally

PHYSICAL | MOTOR DEVELOPMENT
        •  To develop large motor skills (jumping, running, hopping, throwing and balance)
        •  To develop small motor skills – eye | hand coordination (cut across a strip of paper, copy a circle,   
  string beads, roll and shape clay forms, better crayon grasp and control)
        •  To learn good health habits (take care of bathroom needs, learn cleanliness skills)
        •  To learn spatial awareness (over, under, front, back, up, down, in, out, above, below)
        •  To be able to sit quietly for about 10 minutes

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
        •  To be able to recognize basic colors
        •  To be able to recognize shapes (circle, square, triangle, star, heart)
        •  To be able to recognize their name, begin printing
        •  To be able to count numbers 1-10 (1 to 1 correspondence skills)
        •  To be able to recognize numbers 1-10
        •  To be able to draw a circle, horizontal and vertical lines
        •  To be able to recognize size differences
        •  To begin sequencing and sorting skills
        •  To be able to match like objects
        •  Introduction to the letters of the alphabet

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
        •  To learn to respect others’ property and space
        •  To learn to adjust to a new environment
        •  To be able to use their words to express themselves
        •  To learn to share and take turns
        •  To learn to say “Please” and “Thank you”
        •  To be able to follow directions
        •  To be able to interact during Circle Time
        •  To join in play and interact with other children

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
        •  To develop a healthy self-esteem
        •  To learn to express their feelings (verbally)
        •  To learn to try new things on their own
        •  To feel secure, loved, respected and cared for
        •  To become more independent
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EDUCATIONAL  GOALS
PRE-KINDERGARTEN & TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

SPIRITUAL
        •  To learn who God is and that He created everything
        •  To know that God created them in His image
        •  To know God loves them unconditionally
        •  To know that when they pray, God listens
        •  To know that the Bible is God’s Word
        •  To know that God will always love them and be with them
        •  To learn how to show God’s love through behavior, prayer and speech
        •  To know that Jesus is God’s Son and that He has a plan for their lives

PHYSICAL | MOTOR DEVELOPMENT
        •  To develop large motor skills (jumping, running, hopping, throwing, skipping, crawling, rolling,     
 tumbling and balance), and will be able to demonstrate these skills in different games and activities.
        •  To develop small motor skills – hand | eye coordination (cutting, tracing, coloring, beginning   
  printing skills, drawing simple shapes, holding pencil properly)
        •  To reinforce good health habits
        •  To be able to sit quietly for 10-15 minutes during Group Story or Circle Time

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
        •  To recognize and write their first name (with upper and lower case letters)
        •  To recognize the letters of the alphabet and learn their individual sounds
        •  To print upper and lower case letters A-Z correctly and neatly (5’s)
        •  To identify rhyming words
        •  To identify colors and shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle, oval, diamond, star, heart)
        •  To count from 1-20 (or further for 5’s), 1 to 1 correspondence up to 10
        •  To identify numbers from 1-20
        •  To print numbers from 1-10
        •  To recognize and identify the order of different patterns – sorting and classification skills
        •  To become familiar with math vocabulary such as over, under, more, less, etc.
        •  To be able to follow 3 verbal directions
        •  To be able to complete a given task independently
        •  To begin to learn left to right tracking

SOCIAL | EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
        •  To be able to play cooperatively with friends
        •  To respect other children’s property
        •  To communicate his or her feelings and ideas
        •  To wait for his or her turn
        •  To be able to share and take turns
        •  To be able to ask for help
        •  To be flexible when confronted with new situations or with frustrations
        •  To learn to raise their hand and be acknowledged before speaking in a group setting
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GENERAL  INFORMATION
TEACHERS
Each staff member is qualified by the standards listed under the Department of Social Services.  Each teacher 
will provide loving, understanding care for your child and provide a secure and loving environment where positive 
learning can take place. Every staff member is a professing believer in Christ and is committed to teaching and 
modeling Christian values to the children in their care.

ENROLLMENT
Enrollment is open to any child who will be 3 years of age by December 1st of the desired school year and is 
independent in the restroom. We continue to enroll children throughout the year as space is available.

REGISTRATION
Fall enrollment begins in the Spring and priorities are given to current Pierside students and siblings, and 
Huntington Christian School siblings. Once priority registration is complete, students on the waiting list are called 
to fill any remaining openings.

A parent may call the office at any time to inquire about  the waiting list. You may set up a time for a tour before 
or after you have been placed on the waiting list.  The Director will discuss general information about the school 
at that time.

A registration fee per year for each child is due and payable at the time of registration. The fee reserves a place 
for the child and is non-refundable.

The registration packet must be completed and returned prior to the child’s entrance into school. The packet 
includes the following:

 • Information Card     • Notice of Parents’ Rights
 • Consent for Medical Treatment   • Notice of Personal Rights
 • Parent Directory Authorization   • Admission Agreement
 • Identification and Emergency Information  • Physician’s Report 
 • Child’s Health History – Parents’ Report  • Medication Permit
 • Health Policy      • California School Immunization Record
 • Contract      • Current Vaccination Record
 • Picture Release Form    • Permission for On-Campus Walks

Completion of these procedures and payment of registration fee constitutes registration and admission.
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TUITION  &  PROGRAMS
TUITION
Pierside Preschool is a non-profit organization and is licensed by the State of California. (Facility #304370500)

PROGRAMS
Pierside Preschool offers several different programs. Children may be enrolled 2 days (Tuesday & Thursday), 
3 days (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) or all 5 days, and may choose from the programs listed:
        •  Morning Program:  9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
        •  Full Day Program:   7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
        •  Lunch Bunch:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 12 – 2 p.m.

SUMMER PROGRAM                                     
Summer Camp is offered mid-June through mid-August and the same program times and schedules apply. Each 
session has a special theme with various activities planned by our regular school year staff. A separate contract 
will be available late Spring.

          •  We offer a “School Year” contract – September through the middle of June. Tuition fees       
     are based  on a yearly fee, divided into 10 equal payments for your convenience. For the    
     School Year contract, tuition payments begin in August and end in May. From mid-June    
     through mid-August Summer Camp may be available. A separate contract will be issued    
     for Summer Camp.
  
          •  Tuition is payable in advance by the 10th of each month. A late fee of $25 will be added to delinquent   
   accounts.
          •  Pierside Preschool closely follows the calendars of Huntington Beach City School District    
    and Huntington Christian School.

          •  Tuition rates are determined on an overall yearly basis and include the following holidays:    
    All major holidays, 2 weeks for Christmas break, 1 week for Easter break and 2 weeks before   
    Labor Day. The new school year begins the Tuesday after Labor Day. Monthly tuition     
    remains the same.

CALIFORNIA STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT EACH CHILD  BE SIGNED IN AND 
SIGNED OUT BY AN AUTHORIZED PARENT | ADULT, WITH THE TIME 

OF DROP-OFF & PICK-UP NOTED.
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The children who attend the morning program (9 a.m.-12 p.m.) may be dropped off at 8:50 a.m. Please make every effort 
to arrive by 9 a.m. so that the teacher can greet your child and you can discuss anything pertinent to your child’s day 
without interrupting the class. During the first few moments of Circle Time, the teacher will be going over the activities of 
the day. Children who arrive late often have a difficult time separating from their parent and are unsure of what will be 
happening throughout the day. If you have an appointment and know you will be bringing your  child in late, please call.



LUNCH BUNCH
Lunch Bunch is offered on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 12 - 2 p.m.  Lunch Bunch children need 
to bring a lunch and parents must sign-up on a daily basis. The Lunch Bunch fee is separate and will not be a part 
of your child’s tuition. You may purchase Lunch Bunch tickets ahead of time or on the day you wish your child to 
stay. Please purchase what you intend to use, as there will be no refunds for unused tickets at the end of the year.

CLASSES
Our preschool children are placed into classes depending upon their age. For older children, we offer Pre-
Kindergarten and Transitional Kindergarten (TK) classes. The TK class is for those children who have already 
turned 5 years of age or will be turning 5 by January of the current school year. Children in the TK program 
are required to attend school 5 days per week. Both classes present materials that will prepare the children for 
kindergarten.

PARENT | TEACHER CONFERENCES
Parent | Teacher conferences are scheduled in the Fall and Spring. Watch for the conference dates and sign-up 
sheets to schedule your conference time with your child’s teacher. A meeting can be scheduled with the teacher 
or director if there is a need.

KINDERGARTEN TESTING
Children must be 5 years of age by September 1st to attend kindergarten. If you want your child to attend 
Huntington Christian School, you may contact HCS at 714.378.9932 to have your child tested for Kindergarten 
readiness.

INFORMATION
A classroom calendar will be sent home once a month to keep the parent informed of current activities. A monthly 
newsletter may be viewed online or a hard copy will be available in the Director’s office. Please check your child’s 
book bag on a daily basis for additional information.  Other classroom information may be communicated through 
email and Shutterfly.  Teachers regularly check their email.

EXTRA ACTIVITIES
Extra activities such as music, dance, gymnastics and sports may be offered in the afternoon if there is enough 
interest and availability. These activities are available for an additional charge, paid directly to the program.

PROGRAMS
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FIELD TRIPS
Special activities will be scheduled throughout the year to enhance our curriculum and to broaden the experiences 
of the children. Our preschool children may participate in 3-5 field trips during the school year. Your child’s teacher 
will provide permission slips for each field trip that must be signed and returned to the teacher in order for your child 
to participate. The teacher will also post a sign-up sheet in the classroom for those parents who wish to drive and 
be a chaperone. To ensure the proper supervision of each child, we request that siblings do not attend the field trip. 

During field trips, your child is still signed in under the school’s care, and therefore you must always sign-out your 
child. If you do not wish your child to attend scheduled field trips, please make alternate child care arrangements.

PARENT PARTICIPATION
In order to volunteer in your child's classroom, proof of TB test, MMR, TDaP and influenza vaccinations must be 
provided to the preschool office prior to being in the class.  There is a form in the office you must sign if you choose 
not to have the influenza vaccine. (see Senate Bill 792)

TRANSPORTATION
California Health and Safety Code Section 1596.959(g) requires childcare centers to inform parents regarding child 
car seats. The law states that children under the age of 6, regardless of weight, must be in an approved child car 
seat.

LUNCH
Children who are in the Extended Care Program or who stay for Lunch Bunch will need to bring a lunch and a drink. 
Please make sure the lunch box is clearly labeled with the child’s name. Do not send food or juice in glass containers 
and do not send candy. Children may not share their lunch with others in case there are food allergies. Please make 
sure to send  healthy food items such as: sandwich, lunchmeat, cheese, yogurt, fruit, etc. We ask the children to eat 
their “healthy, grow food” first before they can eat their dessert. 

PROGRAMS

WE ARE A PEANUT | NUT-FREE SCHOOL.
PLEASE PACK YOUR CHILD’S LUNCH ACCORDINGLY.

PIERSIDE PRESCHOOL WILL COMPLY WITH CAR SEAT LAWS AS MANDATED 
BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.  PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING 

A CAR SEAT FOR THEIR CHILD ON FIELD TRIPS.
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PROGRAMS
HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS
Parents may be asked to supply refreshments for various holiday class parties.

BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays are very special days! Check with the teacher if you would like to bring in a special treat for your child. 

SNACK
Nutritious snacks will be served every day. A snack list will be posted outside of the school office. The school will 
provide a morning and afternoon snack. Parents may be asked to bring in a morning snack for their child’s classroom 
once a month. The Department of Social Services is very specific about what we must serve. Snacks must be store-
bought and sealed. The beverage must be 100% juice and unopened. At every snack, 2 of the 4 food groups need to 
be represented. NOTIFY THE SCHOOL OF ANY FOOD ALLERGIES YOUR CHILD MAY HAVE.

REST TIME
Children who are enrolled in the Extended Care Program will have an afternoon rest time each day from approximately 
1:30 - 3 p.m.  Each child has their own mat and will need to bring in a crib sheet and a small blanket. They may also 
bring a small pillow and stuffed animal to sleep with.  Each child should be able to fit all of his or her rest items easily 
into a zippered backpack. Rest items will be sent home at the end of the week to be laundered. Please make every 
effort to avoid picking your child up during rest time. Interrupting nap time to pick up your child is extremely difficult 
on the other children.

CLOTHING
Your child is best suited for playing safely in play clothes and tennis shoes or shoes with rubber soles. Clothes and 
shoes should be easy for the children to manipulate on their own. Mark all  jackets clearly with your child’s name. 
Please, no open-toed shoes, flip-flops, sandals, clogs | Crocs, or slick-soled shoes. You may keep an extra set of 
clothes in your child’s bag. The  preschool office does keep some extra clothes on hand in case of accidents. Please 
be sure to wash and return borrowed clothes the following day so that other children will have them available.

SHARE DAYS
The teacher will inform you of your child’s share day and of what type of items they may bring.  Please do not allow 
your child to bring anything of value to school, as things can get lost. When possible, label all items with your child’s 
name. 

    THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MAY NOT BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL: TOY WEAPONS, BREAKABLE, 
SHARP  OR SCARY ITEMS, SMALL ITEMS EASILY SWALLOWED, SUCH AS BALLOONS, ETC.

 
PLEASE CHECK ALL STORE-BOUGHT ITEMS TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE PEANUT | NUT-FREE 

AND NOT PROCESSED ON EQUIPMENT POSSIBLY USED ON NUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS.
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PROGRAMS
DAILY ACTIVITIES
Pierside Preschool offers a program that stresses social relationships and spiritual, physical, emotional and cognitive 
development. Each classroom has planned, age-appropriate activities  geared to the interest level of that particular 
age group. Some of the activities include:

        •  Bible:  Bible stories, songs about God and Jesus, memorization of Bible verses and prayer; values such as  
 kindness, love, respect and patience stressed at all times

        •  Music:  Songs, singing games, creative movement and playing instruments

        •  Art:  Creating with many different types of materials; feelings expressed through creation

        •  Dramatic Play:  Role playing; puppets; acting out a story

        •  Science and Nature:  Explore, question and discover by providing a classroom science
            center and  field trips

        •  Motor Development: Develop coordination and strength in small and  large muscles           
           through activities and play (outside play and perceptual motor)

        •  Math and Reading:  Building foundation skills for math and reading, such as visual discrimination, 
 classifying, sorting, counting, comparing,  sequencing, measurements, and introduction to letters
            and their sounds; Teaching procedures appropriate to age level

        •  Computer:  Computer awareness and educational games provided

RAINY DAYS
On rainy days your child will be involved in an activity inside their classroom or they may watch a short video.
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POLICIES  &  PROCEDURES
OPEN DOOR POLICY
All parents are welcome to come and check on their children unannounced or call the office at any time.  Please check 
in at the office before visiting the classroom.

CONTRACTS
Each family is required to sign a contract upon admission. A signed form acknowledging acceptance of the Pierside 
Preschool handbook is due on the first day of school. A 30-day written notice prior to the child’s last day is required 
for termination of the contract.

TERMINATION
A child may be requested to withdraw from the preschool for reasons of non-cooperation, delinquency in tuition 
payment or inability of child or parent to adjust to the preschool program. Such withdrawals are to be determined by 
the Director and the Church Board.

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL
It is important that every child comes to school on time and is picked up according to their schedule. Parents who are 
not in the Extended Care Program may drop their child off in their classroom by 8:50 a.m. When your child is brought 
to school late (after 9 a.m.) it is disruptive to the class and difficult for your child to transition into the day’s activities. 
Each child needs to be picked up promptly at the end of his/ her contracted program or a late fee will be assessed.

Pierside Preschool adheres to Title 22 with respect to signing your child in and out, which states:  “. . . the person who 
brings the child to, and removes the child from, the center shall sign the child in/ out, and use his/her full legal signature 
and shall record the time of day.”

The only persons allowed to pick up a child from school are those whose names are indicated in the child’s records. 
Identification will be required of persons picking up the child, if the teacher or director does not recognize the person. 
Parents should advise the office and teacher in writing in advance if a person not listed on the Identification and 
Emergency Form is to pick up the child. In the case of divorce or separation, a child will be released to either parent 
unless a copy of the court ordered visitation is on file.

ATTENDANCE
If your child will be out of school for any reason, please inform the office by calling 714.536.4111.

CONSENT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT
In the case of an illness or an emergency, parents will be contacted first. If we are unable to reach a parent, we will 
contact the emergency numbers provided.

It is the parent’s responsibility to keep the preschool office up to date on any address and | or phone number changes.
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DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Earthquake Safety  —  Because we care for over 100 children on a daily basis, we want to be as prepared as possible. 
        •  All teachers are trained in CPR and First Aid.
        •  Staff is trained on emergency procedures.
        •  A supply of food, water and equipment is stored on the property.

We have purchased earthquake kits which contain a 3-day supply of water and food, a blanket and  a light stick. These 
supplies are stored in the shed on the playground. Earthquake drills are practiced so that the children will know how 
to “duck and cover” properly and where to go in the event of an earthquake.

Fire Safety — Fire drills are practiced regularly in order to familiarize the children with the proper and safe procedures 
for evacuating the building. The children learn to line up quietly, follow their teacher to our designated area and 
become familiar with the sound of the fire alarm.

In the event of any type of disaster, your children will remain at school until they are checked out by one of the 
preschool staff. Parents and only those individuals that the parent has listed on the emergency list will be allowed to 
sign a student out.

BULLYING & HARASSMENT
It is the priority of Pierside Preschool to provide each and every student with a safe, orderly and caring learning 
environment.  To this end, the school specifically prohibits bullying and harassment under any circumstances.

        •  Harassment means any offensive verbal, non-verbal or physical conduct that is sufficiently severe              
 persistent or pervasive to interfere with a student's ability to participate in or benefit from an
            educational program or activity.

        •  Bullying is a form of habitual aggressive behavior that is hurtful and deliberate.

Any parent who believes that his or her child has been harassed or bullied in violation of this policy should report such 
behavior immediately to a teacher or the director.  All complaints of harassment shall be promptly and thoroughly 
investigated by the school administration and appropriate action shall be taken.

POLICIES  &  PROCEDURES
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POLICIES  &  PROCEDURES
DISCIPLINE
Pierside Preschool adheres to Title 22, Section 101223, with regard to corporal punishment. The code states:
 
 A child has rights which include, but are not limited to: “Be free from corporal or 
 unusual punishment, infliction of pain, humiliation, intimidation, ridicule, coercion, threat, mental abuse, 
 or other actions of a punitive nature…”

Disciplinary problems will be prevented by:
        •  Positive reinforcement for good behavior
        •  Setting realistic expectations of what the children can do
        •  Looking for and taking care of possible problems before they occur and redirecting the child
  
If a rule is broken, the teacher will talk to the child about the rule and what they have done.

If corrections are not made, the following action will be taken:
        •  Loss of privileges as a logical consequence of the misbehavior.

        •  Redirection. The child may be asked to play in another area or by himself for a period of time.

        •  ”Time Out” which gives the child a chance to “cool off” away from the site of the misbehavior.

        •  Notification to the parent by the teacher or director via telephone call, note or special                    
            conference.

        •  Students who continue to exhibit excessive, unacceptable or inappropriate behavior that 
            may  endanger himself, other children or staff (including but not limited to biting, hitting,                
 kicking) will be asked to leave the program.

CHILD ABUSE
The staff of Pierside Preschool is required by California state law to report any suspicion of child abuse or neglect.

ACCIDENTS
All staff members are certified in CPR and Child First Aid. In the case of any accident, assessment and treatment of 
the injury will be given under the supervision of the Director and | or teacher. If further treatment is deemed necessary, 
the parent, guardian or emergency contact person will be called.  A parent will be notified if a child receives a bump on 
the head.  All accidents are recorded.
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IMMUNIZATIONS
Pierside Preschool is licensed by the State of California. The requirements for the Department of Health Services
in the State of California are as follows:

  18 months to 4 years 
        •  3 Polio
        •  4 DTP or DTaP
        •  1 MMR on or after the 1st birthday
        •  At least 1 Hib given on or after the 1st birthday, regardless of any doses given               
            before the first birthday
        •  3 HepB
        •  1 Varicella (chickenpox)
        •  Current TB test, unless the physician states there are “no risk factors present”

HEALTH CHECKS
Your child’s health is a matter of major importance to us. To ensure the healthiest preschool experience for all                                            
the children, your child’s teacher will do a health inspection each morning. Children with obvious symptoms of 
illness will be unable to stay at school.

Health Check Guidelines:
        •  Does the child have a fever or has he or she had one in the last 24 hours?
        •  Does the child have signs of nausea or vomiting?
        •  Does the child complain of a sore throat, headache, earache, abdominal pain or loss of appetite?
        •  Does the child have discharge from the eyes, heavy nasal discharge or a persistent cough?
        •  No child will be admitted with a rash of any kind unless he or she has a written statement from                   
 their doctor stating the child is not contagious.

HEALTH  POLICIES 
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    THERE IS NO LONGER THE OPTION FOR PERSONAL BELIEFS EXEPTION. 
A PARENT MUST SUBMIT A LICENSED PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT OF PERMANENT 
MEDICAL EXEMPTION FOR MISSING SHOTS AND IMMUNIZATION RECORDS, WITH 

DATES FOR ALL REQUIRED SHOTS NOT EXEMPTED.  IF CERTAIN VACCINES ARE BEING 
DELAYED, THE CHILD WILL HAVE TEMPORARY MEDICAL EXEMPTION AND WILL 
NEED TO PROVIDE A STATEMENT FROM A LICENSED PHYSICIAN WHICH WILL 

INDICATE WHICH  IMMUNIZATION(S) MUST BE POSTPONSED  AND 
WHEN THE CHILD CAN BE IMMUNIZED.



HEALTH  POLICIES
MEDICATION
Pierside Preschool will dispense medications. Medicine must be in its original container, properly labeled with the 
child’s name, with a doctor’s note.

Parents must complete the Medication Form, stating time and dosage to be given.  The Medication Form and 
medication must be given directly to staff upon arrival at the school. NEVER place medication of any kind in your 
child’s lunchbox or backpack.

ABSENCE AND ILLNESS
Please call if your child is not attending school. 

Children are not to attend if exhibiting any of the following symptoms: 
        •  Fever     •  Body rash
        •  Diarrhea      •  Vomiting
        •  Earache      •  Head lice
        •  Eye drainage      •   Nasal discharge that is thick yellow or green,
         accompanied by fever, sore throat or swollen glands

Students who become ill at school will be isolated and a parent notified for immediate pick up. Child may return to 
school after any illness when:
        •  Fever-free for a full 24 hours
        •  Nausea, vomiting or diarrhea has subsided for a full 24 hours
        •  Child has been given at least 4 doses of antibiotic over a full 24-hour period for any type of      
 infection

The school must be notified of all communicable diseases such as: chicken pox, head lice, impetigo, strep throat, 
hepatitis, etc.  California State law requires that we post notices of possible exposure.

                

This handbook is designed as a handy reference of school policy. 
Please keep it in a convenient place for easy referral throughout the school year.  

We know that this handbook cannot cover all possible situations, so please check with the director 
if you have any questions or concerns.
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DAILY  SCHEDULE  OVERVIEW

     7– 8:30 a.m.  MORNING EXTENDED CARE
     

     8:50 a.m.–12 p.m. CLASS TIME    [Individual class schedules may vary]
       •   Circle Time:    Helpers, Share & Story
       •   Center Time:    Art, Housekeeping, Manipulatives & Blocks
       •   Bible Time:    Memory Verse & Story
       •   Concept Time:   Colors, Shapes, Numbers, Alphabet, etc.
       •   Music
       •   Perceptual Motor
       •   Computer
       •   Snack & Outdoor Play                                             
     

    12 p.m.   MORNING PROGRAM ENDS                                               
     

    12–2 p.m.   LUNCH BUNCH       Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday     
       •   12 – 12:30    Lunch
       •   12:30 – 1:30    Gymnastics, Dance, Extra Activities
     

    12–5:30 p.m.  AFTERNOON EXTENDED CARE
       •   12 – 12:30     Lunch
       •   12:30 – 1:30       Gymnastics, Dance, Extra Activities
       •   1:30 –  3:30     Rest Time
       •   3:30 –  5:30     Snack, Outdoor Play, Story Time, 
                    Center Time & Art      
       

    5:30 p.m.   PRESCHOOL CLOSING TIME
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